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Figure 5-26. Sample Ford Reconnaissance Report (back)
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recon and pick up divers when the operation is completed. Helicopters may be
used to drop teams in the water or place teams on the far shore if the situation
permits. Engineer light diving teams routinely conduct river recons at night.

To assist underwater recon teams in maintaining direction, weighted lines
(transverse lines) may be placed across the bottom of the water obstacle.
Buoys or other floating objects are attached to the lines to indicate the survey
area for the underwater recon team(s). When the current is greater than 1.3
meters per second, underwater recon personnel will have difficulty
maintaining a position along the line selected. To assist divers, another
transverse line, parallel to the original line and with lateral lines connecting
both lines, may be placed upstream.

Bottom conditions are easily determined during periods of good visibility and
when the water is clear. However, under blackout conditions or when the
water is murky, the recon is much slower because swimmers must feel their
way across. If the tactical situation permits, diver’s may use underwater
lanterns.

Environmental conditions (such as depth, bottom type, tides and currents,
visibility, and temperature) have an effect on divers, diving techniques, and
equipment. The length of time that divers can remain underwater depends on
water depth, time at depth, and equipment used. When conducting a recon in
a current, swimmers expend more energy, tire more easily, and use their air
supply more quickly. In water temperatures between 73° and 85°F, divers can
work comfortably in their swimsuits, but will chill in one to two hours if not
exercising. In water temperatures above 85°F, the divers overheat. The
maximum water temperature that can be endured, even at rest, is 96°F. At
temperatures below 73°F, unprotected divers will be affected by excessive heat
loss and become chilled within a short period of time. In cold water, the sense
of touch and the ability to work with the hands are affected. Air tanks vary in
size and govern how long divers can operate. Extra tanks should be available
for underwater recon teams, and the facilities to recharge equipment should
be located close enough to respond to team requirements.

Units complete a river-recon report to transmit important information about
the river’s location, near- and far-shore characteristics, and river
characteristics. The information is recorded on DA Form 7398-R as shown in
Figures 5-27 and 5-28, pages 5-33 and 5-34.

FERRY RECON

Ferries are considered obstructions to traffic flow and are indicated by the
abbreviation “OB” in the route-classification formula. Ferryboat construction
varies widely and ranges from expedient rafts to ocean-going vessels. Ferries
differ in physical appearance and capacity depending upon the water’s width,
depth, and current and the characteristics of the traffic to be moved. Ferries
may be propelled by oars; cable and pulleys; poles; the stream current; or
steam, gasoline, or diesel engines.

CIVIL FERRIES AND FERRY SITES

Usually, the capacity of a civil ferryboat is expressed in tons and total number
of passengers. In addition, it is often assigned an MLC number. Ensure that
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Figure 5-27. Sample River Reconnaissance Report (front)
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Figure 5-28. Sample River Reconnaissance Report (back)
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you record the capacity of each ferry when more than one is used at a given
site. The ferries may vary in capacity.
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